Report of PEO State Convention 2018 -

Upon arrival at the convention, it was a welcoming sight to see our Chapter's inclusion in so many
wonderful projects on display in the registration/entry hall.

We had numerous pictures of our Chapter included in the looped video presentation. We were also on
display in the State Roster book, showing our Chapter's Charter Page from May 3, 1952 with familiar
names like Elizabeth Ross and Betty Rennebohm.




In addition we were recognized for our support of a PEO Scholar Award, and for our Star Scholar, Eliza
Bowers-Chen.

Following the opening of the convention, we were welcomed by our President, Pattie Cook who offered a
President's Greeting, followed by the Motion for the Granting of a Charter and its Presentation of Chapter
ET of Middleton who had many members there to recognize this important occasion. It was mentioned
that there were three mother/daughter members already in this Chapter.

The answering of questions presented by Wisconsin Chapters was next on the agenda. Our question was
the seventh one asked, and the International Representative who presented and answered our question
said this was a "real curveball." Her answer though was vague, not referring directly to the specifics of
our question but stating that you must be over 18 to be eligible and that you must affirm your belief in
God. It was said that we are not discriminatory but that we are a faith based organization, however we
are not discriminatory since we do not require a specific faith. She referred us to the public pages (which
is where our confusion began, since it states that PEO is a non-religious organization). Anyhow, we may
want to consider restating the question and presenting it again at the next convention.

Another sensitive question was the one regarding the inclusion of lesbians and lesbian couples in
Chapters. The answer was clear, we do not want to discriminate and all are welcome. We do not
discriminate based on sexual orientation. Gay couples are welcome.

There was a question regarding the inclusion of children during meetings. It was answered that Part 3,
Article 5, Section 8 of the By-Laws states that children will be excluded except infants. We are
encouraged, however to work with mothers to find a solution. Perhaps arranging babysitting at a home or
arranging the meetings at a library during times when daycare might be included, for instance.

One chapter asked for suggestions for the disposal of the white robes that they no longer need. It was
suggested that they be offered to a church or community playhouse.




The next question was regarding Wisconsin Chapter's progress in diversity, and how we can accomplish
greater diversity. It was answered that it begins at the chapter level and that we should make efforts to
reflect the diversity that exists in our communities.

Another Chapter is dealing with issues regarding dementia in members and how to address it. The
answer took us in the direction of financial consideration by each Chapter to make sure that members are
supported since caring for our sisters is our first priority. It was recommended that we pay for members
who are no longer able to make this decision for themselves, upon recommendation and approval by
chapter members. ]

The following morning we began convention business with an informative instruction period regarding the
HELP Fund. At this time a check for $5,000 was presented to Evergreen, the PEO sponsored retirement
home in Oshkosh. Following this we were given examples of ways that the HELP fund has been helping
communities in Wisconsin. For example, a grant was provided to Tri-County Dental in Appleton which
provides dental care to children who would otherwise not receive this necessary service. The HELP Fund
provided money for them to install air conditioning in their clinic to make it more comfortable for all.
Another example is the fund being used to purchase 5 new computers for GIFTS in Janesville which
provides support to men who are looking for a way to succeed. Money was also provided to support to
purchase of food needed to provide dinners for needy families by Prince of Peace in Sturgeon Bay.
SMILES, a therapeutic riding club which provides over 3,000 sessions per month to special needs people,
were provided with money to make trail repairs. This list went on of diverse groups needing special
requests funded to provide help in their communities. We were encouraged to continue giving generously
to this fund and to seek assistance for organizations in our communities that would benefit from having
specific requests fulfilled to better serve their communities. Grants are limited to $2,500 per request.

Next on the agenda was the Period of Instruction required to be included at convention, as well as once
each year on the Chapter level. Our instruction was very relevant as four Roberts Rules of Order were
discussed that help to make the flow of meetings run more efficiently. First a humorous example of a
meeting run amuck was play acted by the State officers. Everyone was talking out of order, not
addressing anyone specifically, people thinking out loud! We were asked to raise our hands if we had
experienced meetings like this in our own chapter, almost everyone raised their hands. We were then told
that this would not be possible if the Rules of Order were being followed:

Make Motions rather than start discussions - Simply state your motion. Discussion on a motion can
only begin after it has been seconded.

Be Recognized before speaking - Raise your hand and stand to be recognized if at all possible.

Address Remarks to the Chair, "Madame President" - the only exception to this is when a motion is
being seconded.

Speak In Turn - The person who made the motion has the first opportunity to speak but following this
each person who wants to speak must have the opportunity before speakers can speak again.

Next a video made at the International level called "Women Helping Women Reach for the Stars" was
presented. It is available on the international website and we were asked to encourage our chapter to
share it with all members. It would be a great informational video for potential members to view also.

The 74th International Convention will be held on September 12-19th in Des Moines, lowa, celebrating
150 years since our organization. Chapters are all encouraged to donate $150.00 (Chapter BL has
already done this) which will be spent on our projects, a sculpture to be displayed in front of our
international office and for the maintenance and preservation of our birthplace in Mt Pleasant, lowa. We
are also encouraged to seek out the "We Who Are Sisters" book.

The project recipient speakers made very heartfelt, touching and impressive presentations. Lynn
McLaughlin, a Program for Continuing Education recipient surmounted tremendous obstacles, including
physical and emotional abuse, to finally achieve her dream of receiving her B.A. in Organization
Communications from Marion College, just ahead of her daughter who is graduating from high school.
Her story was especially touching and helped make clear the special role that we as PEO's can make in
women's lives to help them reach their goals. Dr. Kaitlyn McQuistion, a pediatrician who recently
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graduated from medical school and is beginning her residency in Seattle spoke to how her family
members, including three previous generations of PEO's have played such a special role in her life. Her
accomplishments are many and it reflects the love, support and strength she has received through these
family mentors. It was a proud moments to be a PEO chapter member. We were also treated to a
wonderful presentation on Cottey College in which we were given a slideshow tour of the college which
has an impressive, lovely campus.

Finally, a touching service of remembrance was held as a memorial to Chapter sisters who have entered
Chapter Eternal during this past year. Our own sister, Betty Land was included in this remembrance and
we have brought a special remembrance brochure for chapter members to view. This concluded our trip
to State Convention.

Claudia Bringe, Delegate
Mary Brewer, Alternate




