Wisconsin State Convention Report
Stevens Point, WI
May 31 - June 2, 2019

Theme of the Convention
Since P.E.O. was founded 150 years ago, the theme of the convention was “Celebrating 150
Years of P.E.O. — Looking Back — Looking Forward. For Wisconsin, this was our 102" annual
convention.

Friday Evening

Buzz Sessions

After checking into the convention center and registering, | attended two informal discussions

led by state officers or state project chairs. These sessions focused on the following topics:

e Membership —Discussion centered on suggestions for recruiting new members i.e. how to
get the word out about P.E.O. as well as what to look for when considering asking someone
to be a P.E.O. One of the leaders commented that prospective members need to declare
their belief in God. Additionally after sisters are initiated, chapters were asked to share how
they try to make them feel special and accepted.

e Cottey College —This topic covered many interesting facts about Cottey. Some examples
are: Cottey has 350 students and the student to faculty ratio is 10:1. More graduate with
bachelor degrees than associate degrees now that Cottey offers 13 bachelor degrees and 6
associate degrees. Cottey is ranked #1 in Missouri tied with Washington University in St.
Louis. Cottey has also joined the NAIA so students can receive a sports scholarships and
participate in sports i.e. soccer, baseball etc.

Saturday Session
This session opened in due course with 139 Wisconsin chapters represented by 139 voting
delegates. Nineteen past-presidents were also present along with project chairs, board
members and one international representative.

Keynote Address - Cathy Moss, International Chapter Organizer, gave the keynote address. She
stressed “leaning forward with gratitude, grace and generosity.” Much of her talk focused on
membership emphasizing some of the key points listed below:

e Currently there are over 5,800 chapters with over 225,000 members.

e In 2018 over 8,000 sisters went inactive; most of them had been members less than 5 years.
e When talking to friends about P.E.O. do not assume they are too busy.

e Set a chapter goal of initiating two members in 2019.

e |t's okay to discuss your Chapter’s health in Suggestions for the Good of the Chapter.

Amendments and Recommendations — Two amendments passed clarifying that chapters pay
for travel expenses to the convention. The recommendation to reduce the retention period of
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chapter minutes from 25 years to 10 years was withdrawn because it did not meet
international, legal requirements for P.E.O. as a non-profit.

Questions and Answers — Twelve questions were addressed. Below are brief explanations of

some of them that are of most interest to our chapter:

1. Required Programs - Rules require that chapters have a minimum of 6 programs per year.

2. Company Donations - P.E.O. can accept donations from companies if they give to a specific
project or the foundation.

3. Easiest Awards — The most successful, easiest awards to give are PCE averaging 98%
acceptance and ELF averaging 90% acceptance.

4. Technology Use - Using Skype or Facetime with members is not allowed.

5. Affirming One’s Belief in God - BL's question regarding our desire to recommend that the
requirement to affirm one’s belief in God be removed from the Invitation to Membership
was addressed by Cathy Moss, International Representative. Cathy read a very lengthy
answer. She began questioning if the pre-acceptance process had been followed and by
stating that P.E.O. does not define God, that it is a Christian organization and that we have
diversity by age. She talked about a Resolution Committee studying something related to
this from 2009-2011 that presented their findings in Dallas in 2013.

After personally discussing this question with Cathy later, | asked her if | could get a copy of
her response so | could share it with BL in its entirety. She said the answer was written by
Sue Baker, International Chapter President, and she would have to check with her.

50 Year Member Celebration — Forty-seven sisters joined the ranks of 50 year members totally
2,350 years of service, including two BL members: Nancy Moore and Trudy Bangsberg.
Approximately half of these sisters were present for this celebration.

Time of Remembrance — We remembered 121 sisters who entered Chapter Eternal with songs
and prayer. BL sisters included: Betty McMurry, Martha Reynolds and Marlys Sloup.

Project Recipient Speakers — Throughout the day we heard from some project recipients who

shared their stories. All of these speakers were extremely appreciative of P.E.O.’s help.

e Scholar Awards — Julie Kallio, married and with three children, is working on her research
for her PhD. Julie spoke at BL’s February meeting and gave much of the same inspiring
message.

e STAR Scholarship — STAR was originally started by the P.E.O. Foundation. This is the 10"
anniversary of STAR and it is now a self-sustaining project. Grace Roseen, from lowa, told
how grateful she is to have this one-time award of $2,500.

e Program for Continuing Education — Susan Warner, from Eau Claire, shared how she started
college in 2002 but only earned an associate degree. She had a job she loved, but later the
qualifications for it changed, requiring a bachelor’s degree. She and her family went
through hard times with job losses and the recession, but with the help of the PCE grant,
she completed her bachelor’s degree 15 years later in December 2017 from UW Oshkosh!
She said she could not have done that without P.E.O.’s help.
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e Educational Loan Fund — Marissa Fritsch, a student at UW Pharmacy School, completed her
pre-requisite courses in 2 years, but then had 4 years of Pharmacy School. She explained
how expensive Pharmacy School tuition is. She recently completed a 6 month internship in
Cape Town, South Africa, and will soon start a job as pharmacist in a health clinic near
Detroit.

Saturday Evening
Attendees had an opportunity to meet and greet State Officers, the State Executive Board and
the International Rep during a social hour. This was followed with the banquet which was
attended by sisters, BlLs and any other family members. Kathy Richardson’s BIL, gave a
humorous view of living with a P.E.O. State President. Then we played a Wisconsin Trivia game
with all tables competing against each other. This, along with interesting conversations, made
for a most enjoyable evening.

Sunday Session
H.E.L.P. Fund — We saw a video of Evergreen Manor, a senior living facility which resides on 35
acres in Oshkosh. Evergreen provides different levels of healthcare for the residents as needed.
Currently there are 19 P.E.O.s living there. The H.E.L.P. Fund donated $5,000 to their
benevolent fund which helps residents who have out lived their resources, so no one ever has
to leave the facility.

Period of Instruction — A humorous skit illustrated the dos and don’ts of 3 important steps in
membership: pre-acceptance counseling, post-initiation counseling and mentoring. Guidance
for these steps are available on the website.

Closing Comments by Cathy Moss — Some comments she made were about:

e Projects & Foundation - Highlights from most of the projects and P.E.O. Foundation. The
Foundation currently has assets of more than $116 million.

¢ International Convention, Des Moines, IA — Over 5,000 have registered which maxed out
the planned accommodations, so it has been moved to a bigger venue. Cathy encouraged
those who have not registered to do so soon as they are making a wait list.

e The “God” Question — To my surprise, Cathy bought this up and said she had discussed it
that morning with Sue Baker. Typically they do not share (written) answers, but she said
she will send the response to BL. She thought it was a “good start for Wisconsin to have a
conversation about (this).”

Installation of Officers & Closing Remarks — 2019-2020 officers were installed with Judith
Bloom as State President. Judith’s theme for her term is “Choose to Bloom ”. One of the
guotes from her introduction was “Be the woman that fixes another’s crown without telling
her it’s crooked” - good advice for all of us!
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“Take-Aways” and Challenges

Some suggestions for Chapter BL to consider for 2019 are:

e Submit at least one H.E.L.P. Fund application per year. They had some great ideas we can
discuss.

e Recruit a candidate for PCE and/or ELF. Students need so much help getting started.

e Give suggested donation of $3 per member toward updating the Wisconsin Cottey Suite.

e Submit a recommendation to the Amendments and Recommendations Committee
supporting our desire to remove the written belief in God requirement. | have support from
Chapter CJ in Sheboygan and Mary Lou Rashke (past state president 2012-2013) and new
2019-2020 member of the Amendments and Recommendations committee to help with
this!

Editorial Comments
Attending the State Convention was never something | really wanted to do, but | met so many
wonderful, friendly, caring sisters. Going alone was good for me; it forced me to reach out, find
a roommate, offer a ride to someone, mix with new sisters, speak up for BL’s interests and
learn so much more about P.E.O. Thanks BL for having the confidence in me to represent you.

Submitted by:
Girvvwy Corwiny, President, Chapter BL on June 5,2019
(Name) (Date)
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